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13
White Southern Newspapers Prior tol970

Some Southern newspapers (white Southern press) played critical roles in their reportingeéstsch
as racial violence, lynchings and racial injustice and terrorism during the fasnd®arly 20 centuries.

During this time, Southern newspapers were almost entirely owned and operated by whites, and Black
Americans were either ignored or seldmentioned, unless they committed a crime or died from a horrific
or violent death.

In smaller rural and weekly Southern newspapers stories regarding black Americans were practically
invisible as school honors, athletic accomplishments, graduationslarstiijp awards, community
activities and similar events were almost never reported or printed.

Occasionally, Southern newspapers did include a story about a black American if they felt that the story
was worthy of mention. However, most Southernpressseg at ed fAbl ack newso from
newspapers.

The controlling white society accounted for most of the subscribers and advertisers, which obviously
accounted for most of the income of Southern newspapers. The owners of these Southern semesgaper
overly concerned with offending the white communi
anything thasuggeste®outhern treatment of black Americans as wrong.

Before World War Il, photographers, journalists and editors employ&dw@thern newspapers were
instructed not to publish pictures of blacks or any minority, and were known to airbrush them out of crowd
scenes. This practice is evident when looking through Southern newspapers of this era as it is rare to find a
picture of ay person of color in regular articles or advertisements.

Beginning in the late 1940s, with the Civil Rights Movement, newspaper reporting struggled with the
changing landscape of social upheaval and their resistance to change towards black Ameritemms. Sout
press coverage of the Civil Rights Movement tended to concentrate on the crises and conflicts of events
rather than the explanations of social change and its political and cultural progress.

During this time, some Southern journalists slowly begarsttay away from their decades old
journalistic policy of identifying blacks by race. Some even stopped printing previously used racial tag
terms such as FfANegr o0 couwrtdsy fitlesuchas MrdNrs. artMiss icrievasn g e d

articles.
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One white Southern newspaper owner and editor, and Pulitzer Prize winner, Ira B. Harkey tde.,
Pascagoula Chronicldrom Jackson County, Mississippi challenged the practices of race reporting by the
Southern press starting in the late 1940s and early 1950s. Harkey believed that the press should treat blacks
and whites equally in newspaper reporting. His newspaper elddjye practice of separating black news
from white news, and began to report on more black community events and news stories.

In 1950, after eliminating the racial tag i@legra to identify blacks inthe Pascagoula Chronicle
newspaper, Harkey ran a statyout a local father who was charged with beating hisyiearold stepson.

This sorrowful crime story was picked up and reported on by the wire services, which prompted sympathetic
phone calls and letters to the local police and the victim's home. ¥Whassociated Press photographer

published a picture of the boy, who was black, most of the public sympathy immediately stopped. Some
readers were upset at Harkey andRlascagoula Chroniclenewspaper because they neglected to identify

the victim of thiscrime as black. One reader told Harkéy,f you have to write abol
niggers right up at the top so | don't waste my time reading abouot '‘em.

Harkey encouraged his Mississippi press associates to drop racial tags during the 1950gnbstiyvas
unsuccessful as most continued the practice well into the 1960s.

By the end of the 1960s, the Civil Rights Movement forced societal changes in race relations and
Southern newspapers responded by dropping racial tags and black and white segesgmtsaLtions.

More stories regarding blackccomplishmentscommunities and events appeared in daily Southern
newspapers and even in small rural Southern weekly newspapers as well.

In recent years, several Southern newspapers acknowledged their eantigdaimgs and actually

published apologies.

The “Bl &@&ck Press

In addition to the white owned Southern newspapers, which dominated newspaper journalism, there was
contrastingolackownedjournalism published in a numberlotal, regional and nationalewspapersThis
journalism and tese newspapeesr e r ef err ed t o a s writténey bifiabks farbleck pr e s s ¢
causes andommunities.

Articles writt e prioriamd darihgethe Arbericarc Gvil Wdeaused stories about
freedme and their accomplishments Northern states, and offered an open forum for blacks to discuss
their issues. After the American CiviWarh e fibl ack presso concentrated ol
andrelocationopportunitiego urban areafr newly freed blacksCommunity stories related to everyday
life such as marriages, births, deaths, sporting evehtsch newsind local events shared the pages of
Aibl ack presso newspapers along with theandithe heart e
calls for racial justice and equality.

White mob violence someti meso, aggmed eida Imeynbiemr st lod
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In 1892,Ida B. Wells (fig. 13.1), the blackiemalejournalist and early civil rights leadeénvestgated
several lynchings of blacks and concluded that they were not dbe tactim®being guilty ofrape or
criminal activity. She blamed thignchings on theahreatto white supremacyecauseof the potential
economic and political strengthat blacks coul gain since they were freed from slavergrirticles were
published in theMemphis Free Speech and Headlightht A bl ack pressd newspaper)
uproar thatmcited a riot in Memphis in which a white mob burnt down rewspaper office-earing for
her life, she fled to Chicago and never returned to Memphis.

During the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s, mainstream media obefsn covering the events
andhi red many black journalists thatsowAsenpwsvi oaml
bl ack community became more mainstream the fAbl ack
been in financial decline ever since.

Lynchings Reported by the White Southern Press

Many Southern newspapers during the lat& a48d early 20 centuries were compliant to the
enforcement of the color line in the Soutidaacial violence and lynchings were treated with callous
reporting.

Henry Grady, partial owner and editor of th&tlanta Constitutiomewspaper, allowed storiebout
racial violence and lynchings to be printed in his newspaper with a tone of encouragement. Examples of
some of the headlines in tidlanta Constitutiomr el at ed t o | ynchings wer e: A
Negroes Hung to a Lutmds off o aPmTayeBef diMevoa MRmpe Di sl
ALynching Too Good For the Black Miscred@ady Who As
was a white supremacistanccis edi t ed wi th coining the term ANew |
for the modernization of the South after the American Civil War by rejectidgnteshellum period attitudes
towards a slaverpased plantation systemnd it used the industrializ&tbrth as a model for the futyre

The Morning Heraldof Durham, North Carolina reported on July 8, 1920 that a mob lynched a black
man named Ed Roach because he was accused of assaultipgea @il white girl. This newspaper wrote
that themob A p e r &d dsrtask quietly and inwwell-organizednanner . 0 Thr eMornidgay s | at
Herald followed up on the story and reported that Ed Roach was not guilty of the €harge.

The 1920 Ocoee Massacre

On November 2, 1920E(ection Day a black man named Mod$¢orman attempted to vote in the
presidential election in Ocoee, Florida, but white officials said he failed to pay his pehtidisallowed
him from voting

Norman was so upset at the injustice that he returned to the pollingapla@eshotgunin his car and

several dozen friends and neighbdigmbers of the Ku Klux Klan were watching over the polling place,
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and when they di scov ecarghey pastolvehipped ljnu and dhased Nio mand ahe 6 s
othes away.

That night a mob of whitesnanyof themKu Klux Klan members, searched for Norman and found him
at the house of another black man named July Perr
white men from the mob were shot and killed in the melee. As Perry fled from theeihtiua nearby cane
field the mob caught and shot him, then dragged him behind a car and lynched hatr&enm Orlando,

FL.

Ot her whites from the mob torched the entire Oco
They burnt down 25 housgtwo churches and a fraternal lodge. As black people fled the burning buildings
snipers from the mob fired at them killing an undetermined number including a pregnant \Wongsn.
also reported that the mob castrated one black man as well. All thedéibdnts that were not killed fled
to other towns, an@coee becamesaindown towffor the next severalecadesThe exiling of the blacks
and reluctance for witnesses to tell their stories has contributed to the fact that an accurate number of blacks
killed in the melednas never been established. However, estimates range fesmt@ fore than 50.

An FBI team went to Ocoee to investigate the incident, but they could not find any witwéisgso
identify the mob members or leaders. No one wasteeekfortheviolence, destruction of property or the
murders.A local grand juryreported that the people who lynchedrry and burned down tliiNorthern
Quarters which exiledall of its black citizensiad mi rably succeeded in the ex
as |l oyal Américan citizens. 0O

On November 3, 192Ghe morning after this melabe Orlando Morning Sentingbublished a news
aticlewi t h t he headline, i Race ims dididahdeother stori€sdndoead c | a i
Southern newspapers described the Ocoee MassatrdasRace Ri ot . 0

“The Groveland Four”

Four young black memamed Charles Greenlee, Ernest Thomas, Walter Irvin and Samuel Shepherd
were accused aBping a 1#yearold white woman named Norma Padgett and assaulting her husband on
July 16, 194%ear the city of Groveland in Lake County,.FL They became known as I
Four . o

Ernest Thomas fled andsah e r possd kiflesl him on July 26, 194Bhe dher three mewere arrested.

While in the custody dffite, thehwere heatkneand@Goeentee gnd Shepberd f f 6 ¢
werecoercel intoconfessng to the rapedyut Irvin refused to confess.

An all-white jury convicted all three men tfe crimes. Greenlee, only 16 at the time the crimes
sentenced to life in prison, and Shepherd and imare sentenced to death.

In 1951,the NAACP Legal Defense Fund led by Thurgood Marshéi. 132) was successful in
getting thelUnited StateSupreme Coutb order a retrial after hearing appeals by Shepherd and Tk
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court ruled that Shepherd and Ir¥iad not received a fair trial because of excessive adverse publicity and
becausehere were nblacksonthe jury.The convictions werewverturned and a new trail in a lower court
was ordered.

In November 1951, Sheriff Willis V. McCall of Lake County, Florida, and a deputy transported
Shepherd and Irvin from Raiford State Prison back to the county seat of Tavares, Florida, for the new trial.
During the trip, Sheriff McCall shot Shepherd and Irvin while in custody as he alleged theyp &Ecape.
Shepherd died and Irvin was seriously injured. During an FBI investigation, Irvin said that Sheriff McCall
shot Shepherd and him unprovoked and in cold blood. Irvin also said that Deputy Yates stsotveifim
an attempt to kill him

During the second trial, Irvin wasepresented byhurgood Marshall, special council of the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund, but was convicted by anothewtaile jury and sentenced to degtt again

I n 1955, FIl orida Governor LeRuogtol@eol | ins commuted

In 1962, Greenlee was paroled and moved to Nashville, Tennessee where he died in 2012.

In 1968, Irvin was paroled and died the following yieacake Countyof natural causes.

In 2016, the City of Groveland and Lake County each apolog@sdrvivors of the four men for the
injustice against tha and their families.

On April 18, 2017,he fourmenwere posthumously exonerated by a resolution of the Florida House of
Representatives.

The Orlando SentinelApologizes

In recent years, several Southeewspapers hawapologized for theibiased reporting and editorials,
as they admitted to their contributions racist Southern historyThe Orlando Sentinelpublished an
apol ogy on January 160thec@mnuntty amdithe familiehof thehGeomethhdiFoue A T

We're sorryo. A ®llowsmary of this article

firfTwo years ago, the Florida Legislature issued
accused of raping a Lake County woman in 1949Ffihay, the Florida Cabinet pardoned them.

Now itdés our turn.
Wedre soOriando Balee iineltOlsi s injustice. Weobre
time did between Ilittle and nothing teatamleek t h

its aftermath lent credibility to the covap and the official, racist narrative.

Webre sorry that reporters and editors failed
Groveland Four and their families.

The newspaper, then called t@glando Morning Sentinglpublished many stories about the
incident and the aftermath.
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The story had many more ugly twists and turns marked by lies,-apgeand injustice.

You woul dnot k n o wOrlartdo MorningrSentireela thé yegrs itnrhediely
following the incident.

Instead, the paper inflamed the public several days later, publishing on the front page a cartoon that
showed four empty electric chairs and | abel ed
Penalty. 0 Abovliee trheea dc a riitNooo nCo nmap rtoimi se! 06 The cal
was convening. It quickly returned murder indictments against the men.

According to GilbeaitmnnKingg ®® oRu IiiDt®orairng Séntinelz &h e Gr
editorial warned that atmpt s t o use Al egal technicalitieso
suffering to many innocent Negroes. 0

After a federal grand jury was impaneled in 1950 to consider civil rights violatiothe tase,
longtime Lake County reporter Ormund Powers respondéd a lengthy article. Powers, who

covered the incident from the start, wr ot e, nT
come from a radical Northern Negro press and c¢
Powers wrote fondly of McCall, one of the genuné | | ai ns i n Centr al FIl o
November 1951 <col umn, Power s had this to say:

watching his face as he testified about the Shephardv i n matt er before the c
no doubt he was tellinthe truth when he said the Negroes attacked him and he shot-in self
defense. 0

Many more examples are in the archives, and the coverage had consequences. In a U.S. Supreme
Court decision overturning the convictions of Shepherd and IrvinSthen t ieleotrit éhairs
cartoon was <cited as one of the factors that
original trial.

The Groveland Four coverage then would not happen today. Reporters and edito8eatitied
are expected to question officiarsions of events, not to blindly accept them.

However, that does not excuse us from taking responsibility for past coverage, even if it was nearly
70 years ago.

Gov. Ron DeSantis spoke eloquently abormdr i njus
Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Jackson, who <c
the worst menaces to American justice. o

Then DeSantis and the Cabinet, in a moving moment, distinguished themselves by giving pardons
to the Groveland Fau

Today, we ask the publicbés pardoon for a period

Example of a Rural South NewspaperThe Flagler Tribune
The Flagler Tribuneof Bunnell, Floridais an excellenexample of a small rural Southern newspaper

It was a weekly publication in business frd®17 to 1981The sarcereporting of any black person or
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black community event and the derogatory terms (racial tags) that were used mr#tiSouthern
newspaper are textbook exampbéow the white Sailern press treated blagssor to 1970

Many rural Southern newspapers, includifige Flagler Tribunedid not even report on events such as
theBrown v. Board of Education of Topelkeamdmark U.S. Supreme Court decision or the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 util weeks, months or years afterwards when compliance issues began to challenge their local
controlling white residents.

Derogatory Terms used inThe Flagler Tribune

TheFlagler Tribunecommonlyusedracial slurgtags)when theyarelyreported a storthat included

a black AmericanThis practice continued from 1917 to arouhd end of the 1960s
Darkey Bootlegger

8, 1921 aaiteiscdlaglenfiebuneprimeed:t s of Conten

t | @allan etill, ,hadwégtldr roate il Miabni, and peddled the stuff

rom a wagon. How was he caught? Tha

t of a c¢hur @ hituszile SthrBdvazaiec | oc k Sunday
High Toned Coons

I n an April

every day

2
AiDar key boo
f
cop in fron

InaJuly B, 1922 article titled, i Ca p thaiFlagler Tiaune T hi e v e

reported:

fiSheriff E. W. Johnson and Deputy Gus Pellicer received word Tuesday morning that a car had
been stolen at Daytona by a couple of high toned coons, anbldhiatere heading in the direction
of Bunnell.

They proceeded eastward along the brick highway to head the pair off, thinking it possible they
would try Kings Highway and avoid Bunnell, but met the pair about therfilgr post and by
cutting their car in front of the Ford they had swiped and by dgthieir forty some odd soon had

the saddl®n thecolored gents in limbo at the town hoose gow and wired the authorities of Daytona
to come hither and take charge of their prey.

The Ford was nose down in the ditch whenNegroes left it and it looked f@ time as if they
were going to get away, being in line with the front oésidencethe officers were afraid to shoot,
but the men were soon halted and filed back, wet to the®kincamwas easily rescued and bought
into town. 0O

Negro Boy Accidenty Killed

Inablnuary 29, 1925 article titFlalerTribiinkkepgrtedd Boy Acc

iSaturday afternoon, a colored b oQuarterd whie ei gh
playing with his f at haegedadre gun hnad instagtly killed hes gotinigete nt |y
brother. The entire discharge took effect in the head and bfetveoivhole top of his skull.

This is another instance of carelessness with firearms. They should at all times be kept out of reach
ofchildren and i n most cases, out of the hands of ¢
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A Knife Cutting in the Negro Quarters

Inadinell, 195ar t i c | Negro WambneGets Sefiere Cut After Beating YoungBoyt-lagker
Tribunereported:

I n

AA knife cut Quaregs last Montaly esultee ig theoserious wounding of Ola Filer
by Minnie Golden, both Negroes.

According to reports, two sons of the women, were fighting andilie/oman gave both boys a
whipping. Upon her return Minnie Golden asked her son whatds crying about and when told

the cause, whipped out a knife, which it is reported, she had up her sleeve, and attacked the Filer
woman.

The latter sustained a severe cut in the chest, from which she is still suffering, although her
condition is saido be improved.

A search for the Golden woman was immediately made by Sheriff Perry Hall and deputies, but no
trace of her could be found and yesterday the wounded woman stated that she would not prosecute
the other

Negros Brought From Georgia forStealing Car Tag

an August 26, 1926 article titled, Rlddergr os Br

Tribunereported:

AnTwo Negroes, Rufus Wil kerson and Jesse Reed,
realizing that it is a violatioof the law to drive without a license tag, and being refused one because

of inability to produce title certificate, and very much desirous of going to Georgia, did not let a

little thing like the absence of a license tag interfere with their trip, armtdingly, conceived the

idea of appropriating one without having to pay for it. With this end in view, they lifted the tag

from a car belonging to J. E. Wilson, of Haw Creek, it is charged, attached it to their own car, and
proceeded merrily on their wag Georgia, and immediately after arriving in Glenville, GA, their

plans were upset by the appearance of a Georgia officer, who had been instructed to arrest the pair

for stealing the tag. Sheriff Hall was notified, and he went to the Georgia city anchbtbag

prisoners back on the train, where they were registered at the Hotel de Hall, to face Judge W. Lee
Bartlett, of the county court, who gave them a
mixed up in the affair and also given the samedinred sentence. 0

Negro is Killed at Asphalt Plant
a March 27, 1947 articl e t FlaglereTdbunergpdreedsr o i s K
i Wi | | i e Ndgro, warkneae &t the asphalt plant operated by the contractor repairing U.S.
OneHighway, lost his life in the machinery Monday.

The man was removing an accumulation of rags in the return chute, it was stated, without the
knowledge of any other person, and when the machinery was started up his body was dragged
through the chute.

Hewas carried to the East Coast Hospital i n St.
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First Black Person Pictured inThe Flagler Tribune

The first black person to be pictured in flagler Tribunewas Mack Robinsot, the older brother of
baseball Hal | of Famer Jackie Robinson. He was
Jumper- Oregon's Negro Sta(fig. 133). This was 21 years after tidagler Tribunewas established.

First Local Black Persors Pictured in The Flagler Tribune

The firstlocal black persongo bepictured in theFlagler Tribunewere Pauline Phillips and Juanita
Williams of the Carver High Schogli r | s 6 tbam ey wele @dsihg with the 1954 Florida Class
B State Basketbatunnerup trophyin aMarch 11,1954 r t i c |l e t i t Ruwderup ThrCoap hvyedr
(fig. 134). This was 37 years after tléagler Tribunewas established.

Southern Newspapers Stop Racialag Policies

Although theras still a taint of racist reporting in Southern newspapers almost all storiestsi&y Gs
have no racial tag®r white and black segregated secti®dlack community reporting has increased, and
weddings, graduations anavardsearned by black Americarewre commonly reporteth all Southern
newspapers

It took U.S. Supreme Court decisions and the Civil Rights Movement to bring about major dhanges
orderto squelch racism in Southern journalism.

Since 1970, Southern statsuch as Florida have had a significant increase in population from people
relocating from Northern states, so this factor has also helped in reducing segregationist ideology in

Souttern journalism
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Figures
13 —White Southern Newspapers Prior to1970

Ida B.Wells

Fig. 13.1.1da B. Wells- Black Heritage USPS 25cent Postage Stamp (released in 1990).
Source Aut hordés Collection.
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BUACK HERITAGE

USA

Thurgood Marshall

Fig. 13.2. Thurgood Marshali Black Heritage USPS37-cent Postag&tamp (eleased in 2003).
Sourcee Aut hordés Collection.
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Fig. 13.3. Champ Broad JumpérMack Robinson from the University of Oregon wins the Pacific Coast
Conferencebs broad jump event Hlagler Tribhén Juiel23, 8938p hot ogr ar
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Fig. 13.4. Pauline Phillips and Juanita Williams of tBarver High School basketball team pose with1tbg4
Florida Class B State Basketball RunoprTrophy. This photograph appeared inFhegler Tribuneon March 11,
1954.
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Notes
13 —White Southern Newspapers Prior to1970

Lira B. Harkey Jr. (19182006) was a graduate of Tulane University, World War Il veteran, author, publisher, editor

and professor of journalism. In 1945, he began a journalism career at the New DirleaR&cayunenewspaper. In

1949, he purchased ti@hronicle Starnewspaerof Jackson County, Mississipand immediatel\stoppedthe way

the papewused derogatory terms when referring to blaéles.only used race when it was important to a news story

such as a fugitivebs physi cal ingevasconiropersial@amd .causedhansproarh a ng e
among many in the white community. 1963,Harkey was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Editorial Writing for his
anti-segregation editorials during the civil rights crisis surroundingl8&2 admission of James Medith, a black

man, to the University of Msissippi While Harkey owned th€hronicle Stara burning cross was placed on the lawn

of his home, and a shot was fired at t h¥ke3neliotBuraipger 6s of
CrossesAn Autobiography of a Mississippi Newspapermafter the incident of the burning cross at his home.

2Ira B. Harkey, JrThe Smell of Burning Crosses: An Autobiography of a Mississippi Newspapéeacksonville,
lll.: Harris-Wolfe & Company, 187, pp. 5455, 6061, 65.

3lda B. Wells (18621931) was born into slavery in Holly Springs, Mississippi. She became an investigative
journalist, educator and one of the founders of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). She used her skills as a writer to combat racial discrimination and violence against blacks, and to promote
raci al equal ity and womenbés rights. I n 18%he Chicagbe mar r |
Conservatorthe first black newspapar Chicago. During her lifetime, she was one of the most influential and famous

black women in the United States.

4 Henry Woodfin Grady (1850-1889) was an American journalist and orator. He encouraged Northern investments

into the South during the Reconstruction era, and preached white supremacy as he stated that it was necessary for
whites to remain in social control over the newly frddalcks. During his leadership of tidlanta Constitution
newspaperl879 89), it became the largest circulation in the South. Many places are named in his honor including
Grady County in Georgia and Oklahoma, the Grady Memorial Hospital and the Her@®yad¥ High School in

Atlanta, GA, and the Henry W. Grady College of Journalism and Communications at the University of Georgia. The
Liberty shipSS Henry W. Gradwas built during World War Il in Brunswick, GA.

5 Pinsky, Mark I. Maligned in black and whit&outhern newspapers played a major role in racial violence. Do they
owe their communities an apology?oynter Institute. 2019https://www.poynter.org/maligneih-black-white/
Accessed Septnber 30, 2019.

6 Ibid.

" Poll Tax is a tax that waselied as a fixed sum on every liable individual by state laws. Payment of a poll tax was a
prerequisite to the registration for voting in the states that enforced these taxes. After the Amerid&arCibiése

taxes emerged as part of Jim Crow laws, and restricted voting rights to blacks, poor whites and other minorities. These
laws often included a grandfather clause, which allowed any adult male whose father or grandfather had voted in a
specific year prior to the abolition of slavery to vote without paying the tax. Poll taxes, unfairly implemented literacy
tests and legal intimidation achieved the desired effect of disenfranchising, INatike Americangandpoor whites
especially in the Southnl11966, federal courts declared poll taxes unconstitutional.

8 Sundown Town (also known asunset townsor gray towns) were altwhite municipalities or neighborhoods that

practiced racial segregation (exclusion of fwamtes during nighttime hours) by intidation, enforcement of

di scriminatory 1| ocal |l aws and perpetrating violence. I\
peopledo could only enter the town after sunset and the
neighborhoods where signs were not posted the wbmhouth communication was just as effective as-wbites

knew they could be arrested, intimidated, physically attacked and driven out of the town by force if they were seen
during nighttime hours.
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9 Maraniss Andrew, Legacy of bloody election day lingers in Florida towie UndefeatedNovember 4, 2016.
https://theundefeated.com/features/legatploody-electionrdaylingersin-ocoeeflorida/ Accessed November 14,
2019.

P Thurgood Marshall (July 2, 1908 January 24, 1993) was a 1933 graduate of Howard University Law School. He
was the founder and exdnue director of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educatidhahd andargued several
important cases before the U.S. Supreme Court incligliogin v. Board of EducatiqQishelley v. KraemeandSmith

v. Allwright From October 1967 until October 199%arshallserved as the first black justicétbe U.S. Supreme
Court.

11 Willis Virgil McCall (July 21, 1909 April 28, 1994) was elected sheriff of Lake County, Florida for seven
consecutive terms from 1944 to 1972. In 1949, during the Groveland Four case he infamously gained national
attention. In 1951, he shot two defendants in the case trnileporting them from a state prison back to Lake County

for a new trial, killing one on the spot. Claiming seééffense, he was not indicted for this action. He was a white
supremacist and enforced miscegenation lanerfn given to the mixing of diffent racial groups through marriage,
cohabitation, sexual relations, or procreation, particularly mixing that is perceived to negatively impact the purity of

a particular race or culture). In 1972, he loistbid for an eight term as sheriff of Lake Coungfter being acquitted

for the murder of a mentally disabléthck prisoner, named Tommy J. Vickers, who died while in his custody. In

2007, the Lake County Commission said McCall wasudly lawman whose notorious tenure was marked by charges

ofraciali nt ol er ance, brutality and murder. o6 They then vote
honor 20 years before. During his-g8ar tenure as the Sheriff of Lake County, McCall was investigated multiple

times for civil rights violations and mate abuse, and tried for murder, but was never jailed or convidt&zhll was

such the example of a corrupt rural South sheriffitie®rlando Sentineh e ws paper descri bed hi m a
of a white racist Southern sheriff. o

12 Matthew MacKenzie* Ma c k ” R (18142060pwas an American track and field athlete who won the silver
medal in the 1936 Olympics in the 200 meter run finislingseconds behind Jesse Owens. He is a distinguished
graduate of the University of Oregon and is a memb#veof/niversity of Oregon Hall of Fame and the Oregon Sports
Hall of Fame He was the older brother of Baseball Hall of Famer Jackie Robinson.
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