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Ax Handle Saturday (Jacksonville riot of 1960) 

On August 27, 1960, a racially motivated attack in Jacksonville against Blacks who were 

engaging in sit-in protests opposing racial segregation occurred. A group of 200, mostly middle 

aged White men, armed themselves with baseball bats and ax handles and attacked the protesters. 

The mob then ran down the streets attacking any Blacks they could find. 50 people were injured, 

3 seriously, and there were 62 arrests. In an attempt to protect the protesters a Black street gang 

called the “Boomerangs” became involved in the riot. The police then intervened and arrested 

some members of Boomerangs. One of the main issues of the protesters were segregated lunch 

counters. In 1961, lunch counters in Jacksonville were desegregated. 
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