Ax Handle Saturday (Jacksonville riot of 1960)

On August 27, 1960, a racially motivated attack in Jacksonville against Blacks who were
engaging in sit-in protests opposing racial segregation occurred. A group of 200, mostly middle
aged White men, armed themselves with baseball bats and ax handles and attacked the protesters.
The mob then ran down the streets attacking any Blacks they could find. 50 people were injured,
3 seriously, and there were 62 arrests. In an attempt to protect the protesters a Black street gang
called the “Boomerangs” became involved in the riot. The police then intervened and arrested
some members of Boomerangs. One of the main issues of the protesters were segregated lunch
counters. In 1961, lunch counters in Jacksonville were desegregated.
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Police Failed Us,

Is Cry of Negroes

By RICK TUTTLE | to ask President Eisenhower to

WOrSH Stew Wveer look into the racial unrest,

JACKSONVILLE — Negro

leaders Sunday accused police

of "folding their hands" Sai

urday while white rabble rous- |2t a mass meeting of the

ers chased Negroes with 29I NAACP's Jocal Youth Council
handles and started b(‘&i“ﬂg and adult advisers

They also resolved to continue

sit-ins, The action was taker

them. They said they would ask
They said the racial violence ihe Justice Denartment to look
Saturday could have been intg the failure of law enforce-

averted had the police taken|ment officers to “provide ade-
immediate action when crowds  quate protection” for the Ne.
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situation should
nipped in the bud,
't. The result was
beatings,” sald the
J. T. McMillan, secretary of
the Negro Ministerial Alllance,

Police Chief Luther Reynolds
defended his force.

“Under the circumstances,
my men did the best they
could.”

- However, he admitted that
if any white ruffians show up
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downtown Monday looking for

hm‘!lublo. they'll be thrown in
"im'n tind a charge,” he de-
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Chief Reynolds said he ex-
pected criticism from both
white and colored.

“We were criticized last
week for not dispersing the
Negro demonstrators.”

“But BSaturday, when the
men showed up with ax has.
dles, we didn't know what they
were planning. We thought
they were bluffing.” he said.

Negro leaders said they were
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“This violence isn't the an-

a man said. “All of our
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