Edward H. Armstrong

July 23, 1880 - January 2, 1938

Works Progress Administration (WPA) workers built this monument in 1938 to recognize
five-term Daytona Beach Mayor Edward H. Armstrong, an old-fashioned political boss
who was one of the most colorful and controversial figures in the city’s history.
Armstrong’s administration acquired New Deal funding and oversaw construction of
major infrastructure improvements including the Oceanfront Park complex (which
includes the Coquina Clock Tower and Bandshell), new
waterworks, post office, bus system and municipal airport,
which aided Daytona Beach's recovery from the Great
Depression. During an era when most blacks in the South were
disenfranchised, Armstrong encouraged Daytona Beach’s large
black citizenry to vote. The Armstrong administration provided
numerous jobs and services for all citizens, regardless of race,
and helped the city acquire the moniker of the “World’s Most
Famous Beach.” |
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